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Revision of Heliotype Plates 
in 
EARLY COINS OF AMERICA 


By Sylvester S. Crosby 


Printed labels for all coin and plate numbering and all text ee 
can be observed to have been pasted onto the coin plate background used 
in preparing Plates II and III by the heliotype process from electrotype oe’ 
coin shells. CON tte 


ey 
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The coin numbering labels, the plate number label and other 
text on labels as originally used in preparing Plate IV were reproduced 
wast so poorly that Plate IV was apparently modified before issuance as loose 
vy’ pt € examples of such plate remain. The coin numbering labels and some of 
“eo the text were then blacked out on the negative and this data was printed Wile 
ret* by letter press onto the illustration. Some examples of Plate IV after cov 
that basic modification still have the plate number label in the heliotype™ 
part, but this was then changed by cutting off the top of the negative or 
plate and printing the plate number in the top margin at the same time as 
the coin numbers and other text were overprinted onto the heliotype portion 
of the page. $y Nae : 
Some examples of Plates I, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX and aac with the 
plate number in label form heliotyped along with the coins, but most have 
an overprinted plate number in the top border of the page. Some examples 
gate coe ee have no plate number at all. 
Handwritten coin numbers on platé\backgrounds can be seen on 
Plates VI through X“and sometimes on Plate V} It was apparently simpler 
—to héliotype handwritten numbers than™toyoverprint the sheet which had 
heliotype illustrations already on it. | 
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P.S. These comments require further checking of more examples to find other 
differences and to check those noted. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


~ November 6, 1981 


Mr. George F. Kolbe. ; 
23881 Via Fabricante #511 
Mission Viejo, CA 92691 


Dear George: 


Thank you for your waaseuntiks with respect to the improvement 
of my article on the Heliotype illustrations. I have put in an explana- 
tion of the process,as you suggested, I have made many clarifications, 


I have prepared little photocopies: to thlustrate the art iela and i hope 
wy £1ke Ita 


I enjoyed writing this very ek: 
Cordially, 


ge Ne ae 
2 A, i 
Ac Newman 
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Martin Vaepo, CA 92641 
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